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In his public conversation with us - the Voluntary Fire Brigade of the
Apocalypse - m February 2020 at *Varia Rotterdam#*, h.b. said that one

1l happen can't be predicted. Whoever prepares for the
crete measures, like _preppers do, mlsses the poin

nd re-learn again and agam I
into a prepper falla g

FOD of other high-level
unications. In the initial work of
ipr~developed and tested playful alternative ways of
ng arid communication that don't depend on electricity, computing
devices, telephones and the Internet. Then Covid-19 happened. The
apocalypse had begun earlier than we may have thought. And h.b.'s
prediction was correct: The systems that collapsed were not the ones that
we had expected to. Electrical and digital systems continued to work,
became even more central to people's lives, while face-to-face social
interaction collapsed in the pandemic lockdown.

Does this mean that The Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse had been a flawed
project from the beginning? Yes and no. Yes, in the sense that we don't
provide any definite solutions, and maybe not even immediately usable help.
But from our beginning, we had been very explicitly clear that our work
was both serious and non-serious, earnest and playful. Being flawed, having
shortcomings, and experiencing failures in our experiments, has always been
part of the Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse.

Our work is *not* flawed if one understands it on a meta level; that is,
not as concrete technical preparation and preemption of contingency, which
is impossible. But as a collective exercise: How to deal, mentally and
socially, with imminent and ongoing collapse? How to neither deny it, nor
to explain it away? How to not prepare (as preppers do) for a seemingly
expectable situation with a ready set of measures? But how to mentally and
creatively prepare for unpredictability and radical contingency in general?
Similar to undergoing a philosophical training course where, at the end of
doing the work, one learns to throw away everything that one has learned?

N. OFr&@ éench contingent, fromy Medieval Latin cogtmgens (%, Rossible, contingent t) grgsent participle of contingere ( “ to
touch, meet attain to, happen ~ ), from com— ( “ together ”') + tangere (“ to fouch ).

Pronunciation
IPA(key): /kan t1indsz ant/
oun

contingent (plural contingents)

An event which may or may not ha'}z that which is unforeseen, undetermined, or dependent on something future.
Source: Wiktionary; https://en,wi xona.ry org/w1kx/contmgent#’Enghsh Creative Commons Attribution—ShareAlike License
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A few Iife-enhancing activities during apocalyptic crisis @

Distancing ®
Distancing is the activity of withdrawing from the habitual course of
things. Mentally. Within the outside world and within yourself. Distancing
is needed in order not to be swept away on the tidal wave of unfolding
apocalyptic events. Distancing means withdrawing from the seemingly
inevitable. Distancing means stepping out of the march, drifting away
from the current, jumping off the wagon. Distancing from the seemingly
inevitable is nearing all that is also possible. Coming close to the
possible can grow into becoming intimately connected to previously
undetected freedom and autonomy. |

Locking down L ]
Locking down is the mental activity whereby you guard your privacy.
Close your eyes and feel. Your feeling will end at borders that are either
Close to your body or further away. Now check; if those borders are so
far away that they become diffuse, gather them closer around you. If
the borders are too near and feel suffocating, push them out g bit
further. Now within those borders is your private sphere. Locking down
means guarding the borders, being alert of what enters; news from all
kind of sources, but especially electronic devices, words and sentences
spoken by condescending and oppressive voices, billboards, posters,
public idea, orders to do this and not do that. Al things that can
influence your feeling of privacy... And being alert of what flows out;
words, feelings and activities that are undirected to g known recipient:
SO this means ali activity on said electronic devices, pointiess
discussions with people that don’t want to talk and exchange, activities
in the public domain that have no specific purpose. This check can be
done many fimes. Simple; do you feel your private sphere, with yourself
smack, right in the middie? i

- Lock-downing ®
Lock-downing is the mental activity whereby you are being aware of
your own private sphére and the private sphere of the other, and, whilst
keeping that awareness intact, rising above those bordered presences
to meet the other. Lock-downing is literally downing the locks, while
rising above them, to look the other person in the eye, to feel the other



persons radiance, to scan the other persons mood and state of being
and thereby open up the possibility to be responsive to the person thus
met. Lock-downing thereby opens a free realm where people can
meet.

Hygienic measures @

Quarantining

Hygienic measures are often needed and in place during lockiny:
down and lock-downing, since many outside influences will try o
debilitate both life-enhancing activities. Taking hygenic measures
therefore is the mental activity of alertness on any such outsice
influence trying to corrupt or change the pure locking-down and lock.
downing activities. Is the feeling of your own private sphere purely your
own, or is this sense of yourself directed by ideas, images or promises of
punishment and reward coming from some outside power? Is the free
realm of meeting the other invaded and colonized by any such
outsider influence? Already the awareness of such unhygienic
influences will have a cleansing effect on your own private sphere as
well as on meeting the other.

#
When the invading influence is particularly virulent and life-threatening.
stronger measurements to stop those influences from running rampage
are in place. In those cases where you feel the outside-influences out
of control within your own private sphere, or in the realm where you can
meet other people, quarantining them is the way to go. This requires
very strong mental activity and can be very hard, because once the
outside-influences need to be thus contained, they have become a
real threat to your very existence. Real courage must be summoned.
Fear must be overcome. Willpower must be gathered. ‘Quaronﬁmng
those destructive influences means rigorously isolating the means
through which those influences enter your private-sphere and the free
meeting-reaim. Whether they be electronic devices, patronizirig
people, irrational rules and regulations, power-hungry otficials ©r
neighbors; draw a mental line around them and hold them on a tight
leash. Like holding a wild animal at bay, you must exercise the weight
of your awareness, so underneath it, the influences have no choice out
to vield. ®
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On memories' Moon
the workshift's regret
decays as plaster out of the wall.

Document in hand, in sight
pride of communist takeoff.

Sixteen thousand workers still happy
the worning after have no theeth.

Canteen bell
chiefs and proletariamns in the front:

the metallic voice doesn't cease.

The fasting's tribute
fades away, light and dense
in the blake of the smoke.

And B80 we were
stubborn workers

in being by the Moon
released.

M arch 2020
Albania

johannés equixi
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06:30 / Wekker gaat en ik vraag mij af waarom het gisteravond een goed idee |leek zo vroeg op te staan voor een strand

wandeling.

Uit bed/ snelle kleren / thermoskan, mandarijntjes.
Auto in/ vrrrroem / parking Het Zwarte Pad.

Wat opviel: Twee mannen, ervaren strandbezoekers met een fietskar in de hand lopend richting strand.

Ze zijn op iets voorbereid maar op wat?
Frisse wind / golfslag/ wakker worden.

Weer de twee mannen. Eén in de zee, wetsuit aan en de ander droog aan land.
Er wordt een net uit het water getrokken. In het voorbijgaan zie ik wat glinsteren.
Twee grote vissen onbeweeglijk in het net;

Verderop/ zand tussen de tenen / rustig plekje/ kleren uit.
Langzaam in de zee verdwijnen.
Scherpe wind op natte huid / oneindige ruimte / vrijheid.

Terugweg.

Blootsvoets langs de branding.

Een vis kijkt omhoog, beweegt niet.

Van de vissers? Vergeten? Met opzet achtergelaten? Dood? Hu kijkt nog zo fris.
Glibberig, zonder geur, ziet er eetbaar uit. Een schol? Best lekker.

Wauw, zomaar een vis tegenkomen. Wel/Niet meenemen?
Met de vis in de hand lopend over het strand.
Auto in/ vrrrroem / parking / weer thuis.

Internet zegt: Noordzee Tong '
“Tong behoort tot een der best smakende vissoorten ter wereld.
Haar smaak is uniek, verfijnd en is met recht een streling voor de tong.”

Toe maar.

Beter een paar dagen dood dan vers, schijnt.
Dus tong opbaren in de koelkast.

Drie dagen later / zijn ogen zijn ingezakt.
Computer / Hoe bereid ik zeetong? / Zoek.

Goed filmpje gevonden, aan de slag.

Huid er af/ hoofd eraf/ ingewanden verwijderen.
- Mooie huid/ bruine rug/ parelmoer buik.

Ooit had Daina, hond van Raimond, een konijn gevangen in het Kralingsebos.

Mark uit lerland wist hoe je deze moest villen en ik kende een goed recept dus het konijn ging mee.

Zijn huid had ik toen gelooid. Misschien kan het ook met vishuid.

Genoeg tutorials op YouTube/gaan we doen.
Hoofd en ingewanden kan ik ook niet weggooien. Oneerbled|g voelt dat.
Terug in de koelkast / wordt vervolgd.

En nu bakken.
Eerst nog wantrouwig proeven /ruiken.

“Van het strand geraapte Tongfilet.”
Om de smaak van deze delicate vis het best tot zijn recht te laten komen wordt
bij dit gerecht de vis enkel in olijfolie gebakken en zonder enige garnituur geserveerd.

De lekkerste ooit.

Epiloog

Terug naar de Noordzee.

Met een bakkie restanten in de hand, wandelend over het strand,



LOVE LETTER

The Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse: a purpose to get away
from art & other prisons, build open situations which pemit
anybody to contribute, act, react, destroy. |
We test & train our/your mental & physical condition and
give therapy to both.

firaRee—traders—perties—&—terrorists we also stand alert 10 change
the world.

We are for perpetual change & WE LOVE YOU

The Fire Brigade of the Apocalypse, Rotterdam

Les pompiers de |'apocalypse: une intention pour“s'évader de
" I'art et des autres prisons; situation ouverte permettant
"4 toute personne de participer, d agir, de reagir, de
detruire.

Nous testons et entrainons notre/votre condition physique

et psychologique et nous avons de thérapies pour
gu é rir leurs maux.

hommes—de—parti;—les—terreristes, nous restons en € tat
d'alerte afin de changer le monde.
Nous sommes_pour le ch

“HOUE VeSS aTmons .

Les pompiers de |'apocalypse, Rotterdam
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Begjin 1998 vroegen het Nederlands 'B . d
Centrum voor olkscultuur en | l l ‘
nstituut en het Nederlands "]"
Openluchtmuseum alle inwoners k t' h t
;,‘a‘;l N-e‘(ileﬂ“:ld Oi,‘.lg te schrijven 0 e a Oms ® e ls
oe zij deze dag hebben
=G, MOOi weer 0P
o nzam Brieven aan de Toekoms
en meer dan 50.000 mensen e o o,
reageerden. Al die bijdragen mel 1998 ‘Schrijf je leven is op ‘
vormen een brievenarchief over Het is begin 2019 en de eerste keer dat psychiater
T Albert Batalla in het kader van een

het da§e1i'ks leven van
Nederlanders op 15 mei 199%8. ; BT euthanasieverzoek is gevraagd om een second
YN / gﬁm  opinion. Meteen krijgt hij een opmerkelijke casus
' 5 ' voorgelegd. De man, een dertiger, heeft vol?cns de

U,ﬁ gl verwijsbrief last van psychotische allucinatfes: al
i

:
g 1 00 ! acht jaar lang zitten er Sinterklaasliedjes in zijn

Rastie | hoofd.

’ Daar wordt aan de deur geklopt / Hard geklopt,

‘ zacht geklopt / Daar wordt aan de deur geklopt /

Wie zou dat zijn?
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v Pt Lndn Ay 2 Yol gl fRsing ; ot
malng ; ot

aa W &

Geschiedenis van de niertransplantatie
De eerste pogingenin 1905 een nier te
fransplanteren, faalden door afstoting van de
ontvangen nier. De medische wetenschap had
nog nie voldoende kennis om de
afstoﬂngsverschl]nselen en infecties tegen te
aan. Het lukte de latere Nobelprijswinnaar
Joseph Murray in 1954 te Boston wel de eerste
succesvolle n ertransplantatie ult te voeren. De
gehansplanteerde ontving een nier van zijn
gezonde eenelige tweelingbroer.[1] OP 31
oktober 2012 werd er live een operatie
vitgezonden door Omroep Max. Hierin kon de
kijker live gehansplanteerd

it 4 fa

heb al weken een ondraaglijke zi
dit drankje dat ik kocht op station
Osnabruck, tis nergens te krijgen
NL dus heb 3 dozijn

pesteld via internet.

EAPTIST CHU

Angst voor grondwatervervuiling & aardgasverspilling
Hij legde me uit dat ook hij er niets van snapt. Nederla
doen. 25% van het Neder
kunstmest. Dat kost dus een berg energie,
tijd wat teveel van het goede.

ndse boeren zijn verplicht een deel van hun

landse aardgas voor industrieel verbruik, zegt

bemesting met kunstmest te
terwijl we de stront

hij, gaat op aan het maken van
zewoon in huis hebben, ook al is het nog al



mei 1998

de naam Brieven aan de :0exomst
en meer dan 50.000 mensen
reageerden. Al die bijdragen
vormen een brievenarchief over
het dagelijks leven van

" TR N Bt e
‘Schrijf je leven is op’

Het is begin 2019 en de eerste keer dat psychiater
Albert Batalla in het kader van een

Nedeflanidets p-L3 el 1555 L © -~ . .. euthanasieverzoek is gevraagd om een second
R - éfjﬂﬁﬂ " opinion. Meteen krijgt hij een opmerkelijke casus
‘gﬂ @ voorgelegd. De man, een dertiger, heeft voI?cns de
F 1Rt ps® | verwijsbrief last van psychotische hallucinaties: al
han gimd B s | acht laar lana zitten er Sinterklaasliedjes in zijn

What does ancestral work mean for you? It goes beyond the bloodline right? Answer: Yes. | have my bloodline ofc but | wanna claim octavia butler and all these black women in’
the history and | want the ancestors that learned to read while they weren't allowed to. I've been living with all these ancestors on my back. My best writing comes channeled
through my ancestors. She has an ancester alter. We need help from beyond our knowing so | started pulling tarot cards. People started saying | also pulled that card on that da

Lecture time! A lecture by

Pleasure: in love with someone who came to a book event. My pleasure

was about learning new ways to love. "l need to be met here. Can you"
Family pleasure. We'd watch tv and eat food in the living room. So simple
but profound, the pleasure of being with people as they are. | don't have to
be angry, | can just be grateful. A piece on grieving: grief is gratitude and
you don't have to wait until a person is dead to be able to offer them this
gratitude. I've been very loving lately because of the closeness of death.
Nobody in my life does not know | don't love them a lot.

the beautiful amazing _\&

Detroit, Michigan is
a melicious state. Whit
nationalists are around.
This feeling of danger
when | leave my home
comes up automatically
because
people are

shot here all the time.
I'm an interracial child,
my mother is white my
father is black.

I think she is amazing which is why i portrayed
her like an amazing fantasy animal  here

feel agency over my time. Boundaries are so tied to having clear
purposes. No leads to yes. Those kind of important no's lead to
yesses that you need in life. Boundaries 301: | said no and almost
the instant that | said no a book idea came to me. She was like
hell yeess | gotta write this! Obligation is not what we are made
. As we grieve we are also learning boundaries.

How do we harvest an
transform what is happen
in the material world?

| have a couple of circles. | do taro

as indigionous | might not have been | love the moon. Tt is a daily part of my fife:

Nowadays we live in a world where we mainly live online and there is a lot of emotions of rage here. there is a
lot of shaming and calling out. What is your opinion about it? And advice on how to deal with this. Answer: |
wrote a book about it! (Meike: Restorative justice > cancel culture.) We need boundaries and we don't know
how to ask for them. So we cancel. Some people need to go to the person and break Jown why they are doing
harm. "You cause harm to me | don't wanna have to see you again" is a legit boundary.

Mariame kaba is one of her main teachers

beyond survival is a history of restorative justice.

Change our behaviour online. It's very tempting to jump in and cancel someone. But it's not effective.

1 like everything to be without
capital letters. | like to
kapitalize things that do feel
important, like Byoncé! | like
to write as | speak. There is

Some of my ancestors are assholes. I'm not here to live their lives,

when you study with a group of
beginners...

it is hard. it is scary. It is crazy to be with
group of people who feel themselves
participating in capitalism. Your life is
valuable without producing things. The
world is a dumpsterfire shitshow. Let's

center.
We can choose to show up with our most available self.

Give a little bit, show that you care. Center to get out of
this "things are messed up" feeling.

What does safety mean? | need people to be embodied,
| need to know what their politics are etc. How do you
create a safer space? Answer: |'ve been trying to create
safe spaces, but always something harmful happens. It's
when we each are here to make mistakes and we are
able to be corrected when we make one. We avoid a
perfect space. How do | create enough relationship in a
space so that people can be together? Let's be heart to
heart to each other, tell me your love story, your
superpower.

If we're trying to undo white supremacy how do we know we are satisfied? We have to ask
ourselves because we have to know how do we create a satisfied society?-

When harm happens in the space we don't want to pretend it didn't
dissosiation: allow ' s 5
yourselftofeeithe happen. We don't wanna exclude them. Dolphin metaphor: one person
full spectrum of your  says it, this means it's in the water. Invite this behaviour out of the
emotions. an emotion " ¢ .

shadow. Asking the question: can we change? Do you believe we can

is like a tunnel you
get stuck or you go change?

through.

a
Her idea of magic and miraclas: It's

just science. The way | tune into
magic is by turning into nature} Have
you really watched an octopus
"somtimes it's helpfull to createl an

illusion of solidarity" love the magic
of the living world.

Recenter from

nothing about the way | say
my name that would imply
capitals.

e

adrienne is the author of the NY Times Bestseller Pleasure Activism: The Politics of Feeling Good, the radical self/planet help book Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds published by AK Press in 2017. She is also the co-editor of the anthology Octavia’s Brood: Science Fiction from S
Justice Movements with Walidah Imarisha, published by AK Press in 2015. She has helped to cultivate work and thinking about Octavia Butler and Emergent Strategy, gathering a loose knit global network of people interested in reading Octavia’s work from a political and strategic framework.
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Jit de reeks,

4

AVONTUREN

Hoofdstuk 2. Brejen

Zo liep hij nog drie weken door. En het bleef maar regenen. Eindelijk kwam hij iemand
tegen. Het was een terrorist die zojuist een zelfgebrouwen biertje naar binnen had
geslurpt. Hij keek erbij alsof het hem slecht bevallen was.

Sjallotje besloot hem toch aan te spreken. Al dat eenzame geloop in de regen was hem in de
koude kleren gaan zitten,

Wat een mooi bomvest heeft U aan!

Vindt U... ik heb het zelf gebreid...

Dat kan je wel zien... het zit em in de details... dat ontbreekt bij al die fabrieksproducten...
gebruikt U hier de madeliefsteek?

uitgepakt... de ruitsteek, de gevallen steek, de mandsteek, de bobbelsteek, de valse
patentsteek... als U goed kijkt ziet U ze allemaal langskomen....

Sjallotje ging er eens goed voor zitten.

Een monnikenwerk! Hoe lang heeft U hier niet over gedaan?

Een maand of drie...

Nou, mijn ' v complimenten hoor...

De terrorist glimlachte, Met een warm hart trok hij aan het touwtje dat onder zijn rechteroksel bungelde. Er gebeurde niets.

- Het is de regen zei Sjallotje Zuurprei, maakt U zich §een zorgen, na regen komt zonneschijn.

al

- Denkt U ? sprak de beteuterde terrorist.

Ik weet het zeker! Maar mag ik U nog 1 vraag stellen voordat ik verder ga?

Een tweede vraag mag ook.

Goed, stak Sjallotje Zuurprei van wal, hoe zit dat met die 72 maagden? Stel U komt in het paradijs en daar staan ze allemaal
keurig op een Iij op u te wachten. Wat moet U er dan mee?

Tsja, ik neem aan dat ze van breien houden, net als ik....

Hrftrrr zei Sjallotje Zuurprei,

De regen was opgehouden, Sjallotje maakte dat hij wegkwam. Hij was al vier heuvels overgetrokken toen hij in de verte een
luide explosie hoorde.

Op naar het grote breifestival in de hemel, mompelde hij.

\‘—
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f Wanted: memories. 1

) For more information )

f please contact the editors

) of SRGO, International I
Memory Magazine via \
sagomemories@gmail.com.
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Bushcraft basic lesson.
Starting in april. Info:
06 37 30 80 27

| Interested in finding a
common garden to grow veg-
| etable? > vfba@riseup.net

'The weed walks: looking =
,around in:Rotterdam £ see W
[ what we can use. To det on

\f the signal group contact:

¥ mariette@worm.org

, Futur Musique in-

I\ o1itz.org

law here:

https://www.wwhnl/kom-in-actie/bossenwet Y

We look for chorus
singers for the op-
era... able to sing,
or not. contact:
charlotte@wood-
stonekugelblitz.org

strument construction
anthology zine.

#3 out now. back is-
sues availible. 3 eu-
ries a piece. mail:
teun@woodstonekugel -

Nieuwe ep van de fan-
fare voor vooruits-
trevende volksmuziek.
Vijf euro en vier
postzegels naar
spewerstraat 1lb/Rot-

terdam
P WP P NP W W i

I‘m looking for car-
pooling on wednesday
direction Amersfoort.
contact: 06 450 90 451

/
N /!/

Voor wie het nodig heeft en voor de gezelligheid:

Gratis eten ophalen /// Free food take-away
Altijd op zondag.

(take your tupperware) \\

Vegan food <3

>>> samen tegen voedselverspilling /// anti-waste kitchen <<<
.Locatie: Pijnackerplein (Rotterdam Noord) o 2
Tijd: 1]:00-18:00 e o
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From Vergilius, Qpera (ed. by Sebastian Brant).,
Strasbowrg: Griiminger, I502,

“Swift through the Libyan cities Rumor sped.

Rumor! What evil can surpass her speed?

In movement she grows mighty, and achieves
Strength and dominion as she swifter flies,

Small first, because afraid, she soon exalts

Her stature skyward, stalking through the lands
And mantling in the clouds her baleful brow . . .
Feet swift to run and pinions like the wind

The dreadful monster wears; her carcase huge

Is feathered, and at the root of cvery plume

A peering eye abides; and, sirange to tell,

An equal number of vociferous tongues,

Foul, whispering lips, and ears, that catch at all . . .
.+« She can cling

To vile invention and malignant wrong,

Or mingle with her word some tidings irue”

(illustration taken from G.W. Allport; the Psychology of Rumor)



Post-Apocalyptic Information Networks:
PROGRAMMING THE GRAPEVINE

The current Covid crisis with its unforeseen attack on the healthcare system is a perfect
illustration of the fact that the apocalypse will never be what you expect it to be.

With that in mind we are free to imagine an apocalypse where we have no longer access 0
our digital infrastructures without predicting exactly how this fact may come about.

What then are the alternatives at our display is such a case?

One historical precursor to our wireless communication systems is gossip or rumor.

According to Anthropologist Robin Dunbar; “gossiping (..)is the core of human social
relationships and it allows us t0 exchange information about the state of our social
networks”.

The gossip web i.e. the domain of gossip and rumor also known as ‘the grapevine’ is the
informal information network within every organization.

It is where “the informal transmission of information, gossip or rumor from person to
person" takes place.

Falling back on gossip and rumor as an alternative for online information networks does
not mean we are immediately send back to the stone age. Our memory and knowledge of
the technology remains, and there is no reason why we should not make use of that
experience.

The question is: Can we structure and encode part of our language in the way we have

structured and encoded our online information systems?

What follows is a crude speculative outline of what could be the basics of such a program:
A message encoded inside a package with an internal drive to spread, running on an
informal network and with the option to add a specific destination.

1. The infra-structure: Weatherspeak
2. Spreading the word: Rumor

3. Targeting: Gossip

4. Encoding the message

5. Experimenting: Trial & Error

1. The infra-structure: Weatherspeak

The internet works because it is always up and running. It would be difficult if our post-
apocalyptic network would have to be completely reconstructed from scratch every time a
message is send.

How can we use everyday language as a basic- more or less automatically recurring
structure for our post-apocalyptic analog internet?

[ imagine it would run on something of an effortless regular and reciprocal routine
exchange that supports a basic person to person network. Maybe a kind of self rewarding
social grooming, that reinforces existing social structures and functions as a routine signal-
test for the quality of the connection. Something like weather-speak, where “the reciprocity
is the point, not the content”. And the reward lies in the affirmation that you belong to a
specific community.

Goodday, nice to be connected. Is isn 't it ??



2. Spreading the word: Rumor

Rumor: An unofficial interesting story or piece of news that might be true or invented, and
quickly spreads from person to person: (Cambridge dictionary)

Driven by the negative effects of rumors about the potential number of US losses after the
attack on Pearl Harbour in WW?2, Psychologists Gordon Allport and Leo Postman write
down what they call the Basic Law of Rumor:

R=IA

R=intensity of rumor
I=importance of rumor
A=ambiguity of fact

The formula means that the amount of rumor going around depends on the importance of
the story for the speaker and listener- times the ambiguity of the story in relation to the
facts.

This ambiguity may refer to the conflicting nature of the news, distrust of the news, or t0
emotional tensions that might make the individual unable or unwilling to accept the facts
set forth in the news.

Rumors are a means of getting attention, they may have positive and/or negative aspects,
but since the system has already collapsed 1 will mainly focus on the positive effects.

The advantage or rumor as a spreading agent for information is that- in times of crisis, in
the absence of news and when formal communication is poor, the conditions for rumor are
optimal. Rumor also performs best in informal social contacts, spreads fast, and free of
organizational restraints. ) &

As an early warning system, TUmors allow people to think through in advance what they
will do if the rumors become the awful truth. |
Another advantage is that rumor comes with a build-in internal drive to spread because of
its ability to explain and relieve emotional tension

Rumors can be spread following different patterns. For example:

e A tells B, whotells C, who tells D

e A simply tells everyone with whom they come in contact.

e A makesrandom contact with say F and C and passes on the information. They in turn
randomly contact others in accordance with laws of probability.

o A tells contacts, B and F, who may work with A. They may tell two or three other
persons with whom they usually have close contact.

Agents within the communication chain can respond differently to rumor. There can be
e Agents that receive and pass information to others

e Agents hear rumors but do not pass them along or fail to tell others.

e Outsiders that, do not hear the information and thus cannot pass along a rumor.




3. Targeting: Gossip

Gossip or; “evaluative talk about a person who is not present.” is a common speech
activity in informal groups and it consists of two key elements:

1. the identification of a target.
2. an evaluation of the target.

Gossip has a reputation of being malign, divisive, hurtful and victimizing. And it can
bounce back on the gossiper in a negative way.

But gossip can include both positive and negative evaluations of the same person.

Positive gossip includes for example political or social support for the person, or defending
a person in their absence. Gossip can clarify group norms and promote group solidarity by
expressing shared viewpoints

Talking about others also reveals sensitive information about one’s social network.

So from a positive view, gossip may be motivated by a desire to bond and connectto a
community or group, but like rumor, what ultimately drives gossip is ambiguity,
uncertainty and speculation.

Gossip at a minimum involves a sender, a receiver and the object of the gossip.
In our model there are a variable number of stations in-between the sender and the receiver.

Qossip oObyict 6asstP b2k

t
:

!

®— 6-0-0+0~ @

SENDER AECEWVIR seMbER ReceiVER

Is it possible for the gossip object to function as a coordinate that pushes the rumor
towards the receiver?

Is it possible to replace the individual that represents the gossip object with a more
abstract or general object without losing the internal drive?

4.Encoding the message

This is something that also needs further research,

What is the best way to encode a message within a rumor or gossip?

Through the communication chain, messages tend to simplify and at the same time
exaggerate the most dramatic details

The risk is that the negative aspects remain and the message gets lost.

Can we design principles for gossip that effectively identify a target but without the
negative aspects of gossip?



Would it be an idea to replace the negative with the absurd? I am thinking here about the
medieval art of memory that assumes that we memorize best messages attached to things
that are grotesque, idiosyncratic and absurd,

Finally; to be able to unpack the message, the receiver would have to be aware of the fact
that it is there. Will we also be able to design rumors that pass through agents that are not
introduced to the network and unknowingly contribute to the spread of the message?

A risk here may be that- just like with religious texts, metaphorical language and
conspiracy theories- not everyone is able or willing to separate the wrapping from the
content and might mistake the absurd for the real (but that is not much different from
publishing on the internet)

3. Experimenting: Trial & Error
optimizing the grapevine:

1. Design a strong rumor.

2. Add a gossip element that includes a target and an
encoded message.

3. Spread the rumor

4. Monitor the result

5. Change the parameters and repeat the experiment

sources:

Watching the English The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour. Kate Fox (2004)
https.://studfile.net/preview/40733 14/page:11/

Managing the grapevine. Jitendra Mishra (1990)
http.//www.analytictech.com/mb1 19/grapevine-article.htm

The basic psychology of rumor. Allport, G. W. and Postman, L. (1945).
http://www.csepeli.hu/elearning/cikkek/allport_postman.pdf

The psychology of rumor. Allport, G. W. and Postman, L. (1947)
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.268464

Gossip in Evolutionary Perspective. R. I. M. Dunbar (2004)
https.//allegatifac.unipv.it/ziorufus/Dunbar%20gossip.pdf

Gossip in organizations. Ellwardt, L. (2011)
hitps://www.rug.nl/research/portal/files/2551611/15complete. pdfhttps://www.google.nl
What is Positive Gossip? + 7 Examples. Kori D. Miller (2020)
https://positivepsychology.com/positive-gossip/

Scold's Bridle,

https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scold%27s_bridle

The Art of Memory. Frances A. Yates. (1966)
https://monoskop.org/images/b/be/Yates_Frances A_The_Art_of Memory.pdf
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FIRST MATERIAL FOR
THE OPERA OF THE
VOLUNTARY FIRE BRIGADE OF THE
APOCALYPSE-—

TWitle unknolon

SCENE 1
MOTHER AND DAUGHTER floor 122

mother M, cooking
daughter D (Snoepidora)
in a comfortable living room with kitchen

D screaming
it smells like burning again!!!
M

yes you're right it smells like burning (het gaat nog steeds door)
D

but how is it possible nobody does anything about it?

M

o that

D

how is it possible that some people don’t care about the smell?
M

o that

D

Mother! do you want me to remind you that...

M

(soupir) but what do you want us to do? This is youth; believing
that there is a solution to live... but later you will understand...
that there is no solution to live... life isn’t solutionable... we do
what we can everyone trying their best...

(shows food cans)

afghan, Chinese or Ethiopian?

D

P’m sick of the Chinese, no Columbians left?

M

i have to buy some more

D R

ok for afghans then... still this situation makes me puke, it is not
acceptable, why don’t we let them come upstairs?

M

o that...

D

why are the state, the administration, the banks, the ones who
could help, so nasty?

M

o that...

D

Mother, do i need to remind you that...

M

(soupir) But what do you want us to do?

(real singing)

There is not an exit door at the 122th floor.

how do you want us to help,

there where its burning downstairs?

other say they are less lucky then us, me i don’t know

life my sweetie is not easy

that's never been the deal

but it's the most precious wear
and the ones downstairs

know that better then here (outré)

we are not in their shoes
so we don’t know

where they find their pleasure (stop singing a bit)
maybe they can open their windows
maybe the neighbors are nice?

life, cheeky, has a sunny side

even when you don’t know where

learn, be present, try to get wise ‘
all the ones that do that are fine where they are (outré)

if there’s something to cry about

ifs the people upstairs

who are not getting nothing of nothing anymore
who sold their souls for some stones

who believe soon they will not face death anymore

live honey its finishing the same for all
and those of the 153th dying of cancer
left sad and lonely by their children

i could not call them privileged

they are poor lost humans
like all of us

M

what makes me sad is that the downstairs people are sure they
would be more happy here...

D

mother! they are burning!!!

M very fast

yes i know, I'm also listening the news, but they sometimes over
dramatize it. Some are burning; not all of them... And do you
know the rate of suicides on our floor?

At the 15th floor from what i heard most people don’t have water
and still it’s one of the floors where people have the best moods, it
is conchita, my cleaning lady who told me that.

(mother puts food on the plates) it’s crazy she comes from so low
but down there everyone knows and helps each other...

D

(ironic) o yeah why did she came then?

M

Well they break down her room to plant coca

D

pure happiness indeed

M very fast

i don’t say that!, i? just saying that not everybody downstairs lives
in misery... and anybody who is not living there should shut up
about it... and now i don’t want to speak about it anymore, you
only listen to your own voice anyway...

D

exact, like everybody else

eat while it’s still warm.

D

this smell it makes me noxious... do you realize its burning, all is
burning right now

M

don’t think too much about it... you will not make me a little
anorexia crisis like the daughter of the principal blockroom head’?
she was in the clinic... its necessary to eat... and with your clever
mind and smart ideas the tower needs you... to go out of this sad
situation, isn’t it?

D

1 go to see maxa

M

be careful in the corridors, they talk about rape on the radio yestet
day and throw the junk away as you pass by

D

Maxa’s boyfriend says it our fucking junk they are burning down-
stairs!
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IL At the young one 122d

Same living room, but there is 2 p

floor
oster of Che Guevara

rEvery evening it’s the

A: - give me another

be quickly replace by
assholes — in the last
number of “Hold Up!”

it...

B: Permanent revolution,
yes, ot else assholes would

there is a cool article about

last holidays?

big drinkable artificial
lakes of the 124%, It was

E: I thought you wanted

E to C: - what did you do

C- it was awesome, we did
a trip by the stairs till the -

beautiful, we swam and all.

same story

it comes back hiddenly
It's fading out bit by bit
It stops wanting.. finally
And all becomes pink-
apricot

somehow we stand
somewhere else
we can see an end

Snoepidora: Any way, if  |to ski? appearing
there is only assholes, I the softness that come
don’t see what a revolution | C: yes we stop on our way after the end
would change... But if we |back to a sugar piste, it is the sacral mystery of
kill everybody was nice, but I was non-being
knowing it all already. ..
silence this recurring thing we
stlence know petfectly
A: - Good idea Can we count how many

D: - They are exactly caring about that down stait. .. |

snoupidora stand up and go

D: goes on — Yeah, exact, we are here well and quiet with
our shining corridors and carpet of flowers, but we still
live on the back of those that we did steal downstairs!

1o the window. ..

Snoupidora start to sing a hit

times we sensed it?
Even here and now a
serenity

who would believe there
would still be suave
smells in the night

even the colots are
leaving

greys and strong pales
are left

we are blinking

we can't see anything
anymore

gone

Went I think that we
fear death!

We wait a bit before
turning the light on

it will show us our ugly
mug in the glass
Outside all the windows
are shining apricot

what luck! Everything is

D: goes on — This depth j
story is actually hilarious!

You take over a floor
you break it all down
you take all what they have

after a long war “they do
win back their freedom”
on a ruined field

After that they atre in deep
shit

so you “help them”
loaning them money

But only if they follow
your way.

You way is not working,
that s to bad

But they should not forget
to pay you back

and care for the interest
here comes the matches..

E: - well let’s keep the nice
things in mind too: we
have a bottle of
WODCOKA!

C: - You know I got an
idea of what to do, next to |
Hold up and those l
manifestations we did to
denounce what is going on
in the poor corridofs. ..
What you think of 2
sticker campaign to
deconditioning the
masses? Like : “Please
don’t make it happen!”

B: - It’s too weak... “Soon
we are all dead!”

E: - Not bad

B — Or “Shouldn’t you be working?”

D: - the working class wouldn’t get this one

B: - Which working class, man !? We are not at the 45%

floot.

C: - She is right we should attack the Capital from its root, in peo-

ple mind. Make them present where they are.

D: with you pure mental activism you are so part of the general

passivity, it is pathetic

C: Passivity? You should say more hyper-activity, man...

D: But wake up, is it in people mind the chil

-8 floor or the un willing prostitutes from the -5?

C: And who go see the un willing prostitutes, eikel, your fucking

neighbor! It is in his mind

dren on heroin of the
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B: But him, the only option to make his mind change it to shoot
him down

end song snoupi

CHORUS : You are mistaking. .. The First problem is the system-
atic destruction of the naturel system on which one all 1s leaning...

D: Natural system? Pure utopia, my friend, there is nO “nature”,
humans are deciding.

CHORUS : And they do not decide good, cause every decision is
bad.

silence

E: No Wodcoka any more..- lets go to Michiel, he has a bit of
magic powder, we'll have some fun!

Snoepi: 1 should not go late to bed, tomorrow I'm taking the lift...
1 better go to sauna.

B: what and you didn’t tell anything?!

Snoupi: 1did tell you, bunch of suckers, that 1 puck on this rotten
floor with its burning cadaver smell and that at the first occasion
I'll be gone. I'm not planning to become like my old ones or
commit suicide before by pure boredom... Pll start 2 internship at
GreenWash, 83d floor, the first actor for clean future development
of the Tower, my dad manage to make me -

D: dirty stuff

C: it is not too bad, 1 have some addresses on this floor for the
interfloor revolution organization...

3. GreenWash, 83d floor

I. intro.Music, smock everywbere, sound of coughng: loud sound of
sraffic, melody of the ice créme bus etc.

Big sign of GreenWash abouve the door, the manager is waiting for ber at
the door, next, but the windows, We See & secretaries making ber nails.

Manager: Welcome to GreenWash, please stay calm! The air condi-
tioning of the floor will be reaper as soon as possible.

11. In the office

Calidorna : Feminist worries for her visa, working in a feminist zine
Mikas (lukas): Cynical and grump; works for 20 years for Green Wash

(during all the scene; they keep on doing those absurdist actions they do at
the beginning)

Manager: - Here we are: your collegas, Martin, Calidorna and
Mikas (general greetings). And here is your sit (she sit down)... So,
let me show you: vous prenez le bout a emmancher ici, et vous le
fourrez dans Popercule A en faisant bien concorder les marques.
Puis vous rentrer le message du client sur le clavier accessoir B,
avant de donner l'aspirateur de polution préfiguré 2 Martin qui

le programera selon les desir du client, contenus dans la puce de
connexion...

As you see it is not to complicated... I just reminds you that you
are filmed, but only for evaluation reasons, and we will not use
your image for commercial reasons.

Tiave fun! And welcome again

He’ s leaving - little silence

Martin: start singing @ hit soft and tireds nicely melancholic

If there is lassitnde and anger
If there is disgust and incomprehension
everyday succumbing of boredom

doesn’t a

;eve its early promise

doesn’t achieve ifs early promise

But only mediocrity,

A gray matter not even hurting,
A sandwich from 2d freshness bread

A sandwich from 2d freshness bread
In which we find 2 certain pleasure
Because even i the waiting rooms
There are some ok moments

He is coughing softly

Mikas: Can’t you shut up!?

Martin : Sorry, I'm annoying you again, yes, soITy

Mikas : ok ok, all good.

Martin: Here is already so much better than there, I know, 1
should be glad, yes, but you cannot force feelings. ..

Snoupi (surprised and touched) : You ar€ coming from downstait

Martin : Ho no, from up stair, yes, from Big Money Combustible

Cooperation at

the 124th floor...

Snoupi (very choked) : HO! You did work for those bad ones?!
Calidorna mime agreement with her

Martin silly : Yes, mea culpa

Mikas : They are not worst that the one from here, my little

friends (fake laugh)

Calidoma: You, Mikas,

you killed your ideal, but you shouldn't

dirt everything this way. A

Mikas fake laugh : You want to speak about it?

Snoepi to Martin : What did you do there?

Calidc

Martin : Ho, an awful, awful work... To think that I was laughinf
from it at this time, just before my burn out... Yes, the target of
our team was to make people press and click on bottoms while

they didn’t really wanted to do so. To make them do it by themr
selves, almost without them realizing they did it without willing|

do it. Yes that was it.
Silence

Yes, shy laugh, awful...

have to manage to

Do you know how we do that? Yes, you
e feel the client unsecure, \mgood some-

how, to give him a very little dose of awkwardness, and then he

will click.

CHORUS: he lick cause he don’t anderstand
who heis ,
where he is
what will happen
any more

Martin: and even if he don’t really want to click, he clicks, he W

click, cause what is the
It's awful.

difference finally? Why not clicking?



1) T
Mikas: Let’s not overwhelming... Who gives a dam that he click, Did you ever think good for what a smoke extinguisher would
he is a sucker any way... solve a fire problem?

slence ‘ Cali: They save humans life! Is that nothing?!
Martin : But here is better... really Mikas: It is nothing, indeed...

Mikas: My ass. Here are the real vicious, even worst, I can tell, 23 Snoupi: Why are you working here so?
years I'm working here and
Mikas : 'm only in it for the money, (making money gesture with
Calidorna to Snoupi cutting him: And you, where do you come his fingers) Matches!
from?
: Cali: Poor old dumb one, you would have died like a dog since
Snoupi: 122d floor years if our floor would be equipped!

Cali: really!?, ha-ha, excellent, so funny, it is on this floor that our Mikas: And what would have been lost? (start to sing a hit, funny

ex-dictator did lift away, privately, after the social revolution of the and powerful, la lala la la)

25th floor...

Snoupi (very shameful) : ho really... I found a well to die in
so IT can keep on living.

Cali: yeah, even we did say to your floor president “Please keep all Talles was right
the matches he stole to our people and just give us back the guy s0 what's the difference
we can judge him”... But they refused. .. between death and life?

Snoupi (little) : ho really who believes death is fighting life,
stlence death can be erased?
and so you come from the 25th floor? be aware, dear
ignoring the necessity of death
Cali: yes 'm here since 2 years, but I'll have to go soon, problem is erously stupid
staig. Withmy right to exist on this floor... But wait a second, there is a
nice zine on the 122d, wait... recognize the cause
1stible a permanent growth
Snoupi: ‘Hold up’? destroying everything on hold;
our savior is death
es?! Cali: that s it
don’t you get it?
Snoupi (very glad): Funny it is some friends of mind! hahahaha
many had to die

" Cali: I liked their critics on the woman reduce to the image of the so you can go on living
young girl.... and take your holy shit !

e
Don’t you see not only
Snoupi (inspired): yes itis your ass is counting?
uldn’t ‘
Mikas (cutting) and CHORUS: completely useless bull shit... Death is a beautiful promise
‘Which gives life a bit of room;
Cali : Fuck off Mikas, fuck the shut up! Tt will stop your worries.
Be glad to let free space,
Mikas (cynical laughing): What do you think? Do you think 1 be happy to fade, and to feed
will let you scratch my ears with all your politically correct bull all that feeded you,
laughing.  shit really good for nothing? Didn’t you get the situation? Did glad to be worth nothing,
rget of you take a look around? All is completely fake and turn away, all smile and bé part of it
; while is falling apart and with that you are writing some “revues”! (fake
yy themr laughing) Let me laugh! You don’t lose you time to make some This is the way of an healthy and meaningful cell
t willing bullshit, at least, (fake laughing)... Let me tell you: one day, not so who will die soon, fortunately
far, it will all fall down, everyone can feel it, a meteor... (everyone Millions are ready to replace you
look at the sky like “what a bullshit™), or whatever what, will turn and why not, and let’s be friends
Yes, you in prouder all this hugely shit and coz
yd some-
then he Calidoma: In your dream, sweetie... The tower is to0 big to be " with the GHORUS, singing Richard Dawson song:
shut down. Only work together to reorganize the tower in a fair 1 am nothing
way can change the situation. you are nothing
. nothing important!
~ Mikas: Ha! HA! work together to reorganize the tower in a fair
way! Of course! | love to speak with you! When I think that since (Mikas langhs, by gesture Cali is not agree, snoepi is thinking, Martin 15
18 months you are working here, in a multifloor business — sO warmly agreeing and laughing silly with, be finish bis song here, the same
icks, he il no doubts at the nasty ones - I still didn’t manage to make you one as the beginning)

cking? admit that GreenWash is shit, that they just put matches full
their pockets and that beside that they just masturbate on their

“quiet conscience”, on their “political good side” of full accepta-

L ————————————









There are some ok moments

when you lay your head on the bed
when you take the first sip of beer
when you hear a good friend laugh

<« MARTIN:

when you hear a good friend laugh
we have to admit something changed
looking at it very close, we doubt

if there is lassitude and anger

I11. End of the work.
Or the dark come and when light arrive they are back in front of Green-
wash, or a ring bell, tzlling the end of the work and they all stand)

Back in the smoke
Calidorna to snoupi: All this smoke, it as to be weird for you, no?

Snoupi: Well at least here you don’t have the feeling that you are
crazy when you get this awful anxious panic coming from an invis-
ible and untouchable urgency...

Mikas: Lets go drink something...

Martin: Tonight [ can’t, I have this naturopath I told you about
who makes a lecture, P'll miss it for nothing in the world!

Mikas make a head and look at Calidorna

Cali: haha poor old dummy, we argue all day, but what boring
would be my life without you telling bullshit... any way, tonight I
cannot, I go to the FFPCS, you know feminist freedom politically
correct symposium.

Mikas make a worst head..
Snoepi: sound good! Can L.

Cali: you had to inscribe first and it is full, but Pll tell you all ;).
and next time you can join!

Snoepi (disappointed): ho, ok... well

Mikas: Common! No excuse, I'll show you the 83d by night!

4. CABARET

No music, before the show’ atmosphere, radio in the back ground, some
place for the public and a kind of stage, with bright light pointing there. The
place look kind of crappy. Mikas and Snoupidora are taking place with the
others (the chorus?).

Not in the right order:

- Old professor, historian (Florian), make a lecture for the radical youth...
raping, maybe rowan beatboxing with I have a lot of material for the
Lecture, but I'd like to speak aboxt it with Florian too

-Jacco Opera

- Rowan Gabber...

- their show where they are fighting?

- An activist action where refugee and illegal downstairs people are speak-
ing with an translator, they make kind of extremely bizarre sounds, a bit
like animals or monkey, and the translator explain a story that there is
words deal and war down there, that their words are being stolen, so they
can express themselves any more...

In the middle of the show, 1 monster (or 2) pop #p - Monster of the secure

,——-—’_——

Lurocratic for example or monster of the Raw Capital Order and it is the
panic

- General scream, + chorus : The Monster of the Burocratie Securitaire!
Help who can! Save who can! The Monster of Raw Capitalism! No piy!
Etc. :

Jacco and Snoupi are escaping or hiding somewhere.

5. Stairs

Snoupi and jacco are walking the stair down, radio + music, (in option:
they cross a group of people wasting for the lift with very much security
around) they cross other people walking up stairs, and she reads books dur-
ing the trip. (picking them on the road and throwing them away. Often she
put her head out of the book to say something, jacco is Listening but mostly
silent, after she s back in her book.

Snoepi: Today I feel sad, so all looks like under a light bulb a bit
shitty... While I kind of remember than when I felt good (for what
would I feel good - this a good question) all look so clear and
singing it's-gonna-be-all-right...

A time

PfI, thanks god that Mikas manage to convince me... A real
bunch of dicks this GreenWash! I wonder how I manage to stay

6 months in... And now we are going.... But I don’t feel
hopeful.

Book

I’m slightly anxious, actually... 've never taken the stairs for such
a long bit. And those hyper-productive terassments we are willing
to go at, it’s very exciting... No one goes there. They can be con-
sidered as the design system the closer to what we are calling “the
natural concept”, but it is already special to go back to a kind of
root, even to see and know how grows what we are eating...

A time

But I don’t know why, I'm still anxious, like if T knew there was no
solution

Jacco : Who cares, we just do something...

suicidal with a sense of humor freakin’
and they’ll try to start rumors

It won’t last long

i won't find myself a home

1love to hang around in burned people’s places
Fascinating, looking what's left...

mama makes me concentrate
Cause 'm one of the non-student type

But Pve never been sharp
And i 1l never be sharp
proudly living in my own obscure time warp

Goin’ down the line with my head up high
I wonder why it’s so hard to feel fine
People say that I used to do better

1 guess i have to make myself clearer

But I've never been sharp
And I'll never be sharp

proudly living in my time warp
Snoupi: Yes, something without consequences, fortunately...
Book

It's crazy how you realize things: before 1 was sure the problem
came from far away, up or down, that I was for nothing reasonable




for it. I felt concern, but I, my personal being, my soul, didn’t felt
concern at all. [ was saying : “Why is nobody doing something
about it ?!”... But if you take closer look, it is our being itself
who makes everything burn. Who we are, sigh as a philosophical
question, that is the knot of the problem.

Book — arriving to a fence with big securitas, a long quesue of people are
trying to §0 #p, Snoupi and Jacco have to show passport etc. (they look in
the bags) — more book.

Of course, up stair, they did lost their mind, I cannot see some-
thing else... Or they think they don t have option... Yes that 1s
it: TINA... But look at the rest! Look at us, the global humanity !
Who can say who is doing good or wrong?

CHORUS with her : Actually Pm totally lost! I don’t know any-
thing anymore.

They arrive to some bloemkools, stop to walk down, put on some stroihats,
the radio stop, no MUSIc. ..

S : What a space

J: What a silence

S: What a sky

J: What a land —- and it grows

S: big sight  ---———"" what the fuck are we doing here?
Silence

J: yeah, you're right.... Let’s go back
Same play as before, only they go up ... Book

Snoupi: I think we better completely give it up.... 1 guess my
mother was right. Finally, when we see the bloody mess they are
doing “to save the situation”, better do nothing than that.

Chorus + her : Actually the real question is : Why is nobody stop-
ping to do what they are doing???

Picking a new book, she look at the title, langhing:
Hhah, and this one “How everything can fall down” another cata-
strophist for Mikas.. A

She stops

Lord! One finger up, she is reading: “The conclusion is obvious: A
burning tower, especially if it burns at the base, has 99% chance to
complete collapse.”

sudden complete change of lights she facing the public with a panic face full
of understanding
TATATATAAA

Snoupi is parabyzed, completely over chocked

Jacco : - Isee, hmm, Let’s go to the sea.

6. The sea
1. they are sitting on the beach, a line as the horizon.... sea sound in the

background

Long CHORUS section, powerful and pure, no pop music here

CHORUS:

HA! IF 1 COULD BE on THE GROUND FLOOR!
How much freedom...

1 would forget all that is obsolete

Pd be ok with the world P've been designed for
Like gorillas who sleep and eat all day long

Like every animal who is full of free time,

because nature always gives more than you need
When you know it, when you understand

;__d'—"'___

all what it can give.

HA! what a mistake I made by designing nature!
How much work, pain, sweat

while everything was already there...
I still have it if | don’t destroy it
How much time do we still have

to hope for a downfall?

Ha! what a sublime and Iiberating firework

will be the end of this misunderstanding!

And we will only have to care to not mistake again
to not believe that we can do better than that,

that our work isn’t worth the loss of our free time,
that our wealth would never bring a bright future

Ha! Let us come back to the first undefined!
Finding all around in a wild nature

finally free from our destructive joke

our precious substance and our humanity.
The light feet root in this beloved earth,
The head far away in the blue sky

- Knowing all why we are so lucky

Snoupidora (sad, depressed): 1 wish I could be at the ground floor..
Jacco: Snoupi, you would not be glad at the ground floor...

S (same): - [ don’t know, I’d be safe at least... And you know, |
read this book, Stone Age Economics : Before agriculture, they
had plenty of free time, sO...

silence

bere come a dude (or old woman), looking blizzard, red eyes, bit out stder,
maybe bome less (would be nice if it can be Surinam’s roots person) let call
him Edward :

Edward (very soft and sweet, a bit smiling, shatty English): Good
afternoon, my lady and my gentleman... (he sit down, silence) The
little girl is sad? (silence) You shouldn’t, no, you shouldn’t worry
for anything, it's no use! (smiling) Any way it will turn out differ-
ent than what you imagine, not right?

(a time) Your missing matches, 1s that it? Ha, look at me then! I
manage without! It not too difficult, you shouldn’t fear. There 1s
always one or two containers here or there with some left over...
You choose the one still ok, and hop! You see it’s easy. [ tell you
don’t need nothing but 2 good mind, ha, and you have one isn’t
it... Me, I even don’t have a house, but I'm fine. No really you
shouldn’t worry, we don’t need to do anything!

Jacco: Here you are right. I think the best that people can do from
the 28th floor, it’s to look at dust fly and write poetry...

Edward: Or go to the see, my friends! (a time)

I tell you young girl, all what is around in your life that you think
you have to pay, actually you can get them for free. First, you can
make them yourself, and there is a magic trick: they will always
be 10 times more shitty than the one that you buy, but you will
always like them 10 time more, hahaha.

My girlfriend, she make me some soap, it’s is sticky and form less,
but my skin cannot support something else, (big smile).

Snoupi: You still have to buy the ingredients...

E: Of course not,! My girlfriend she is not buying them, she find
them!

Snoupi (amazed): But where does she find them??









E: hey, that the thing you have to know, it all about that... It you
don’t have some, you better know how to do without!

Here come a dancing part, [ was thinking on acapella music, the Chorus
start to dance (maybe on Rien Est Trop Tard La Vieg) It should be  folk
music, with clap in the band... | have 2 friend professional dancers, and
both are already keen to make 4 choreography... It’s beautiful together
moment, I think it can be a great success,

after 5 min, they go on the side, or sing really softness
Edward: it beautiful, isn’t it? Those old folkloric dance, isn’t it?
Snoupi: yes

Edward: maybe it all what we need, actually, isn’t it? That is what
we did forget and lost. ..

S:yes

E: bah, don’t be sad, don’t worry, hoor, it will come back. ..

Yes I can tell you, I promise you it will not go on for long their
“business”, hahaha. This is why, better stay quiet and learn 2 or 3
tricks... When all will be in parts, with broken heads, everyone will
be put back with the feet on the ground.

S: But It’s gonna be horrific!

E: Hahaha, for sure not, it will be grandiose, extraordinary, unbe-
lievable! We cannot hope for better!

S: And then you think we should break down the tower?

E: There is nothing we have to do, little girl. Things are falling
when they made their time. .. Nothing we have to do, for sure, or
well, yes, learn 2, 3 things, that is it, and share with others, yes, be
glad, be satisfy with what we have and with the others, that is it,
that is all.

We have so much to learn to be free.

THE EN D; FIRE WORK— Would be awesome to finish

all together with Love Cha, while the radio is playing again some
dramatic, apocalyptical news :)

curtain
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BECOME
AOLINTERT TITEIRIY of +he AOTCAYPSE

There is the story of the seed

the story of the exit door

the story of the serious not serious serious
And of the aActual

The Actusl thet almost everyonme cen recognize as doubtful, and vhich it is.
LUoubtfuvl in wultiple meenings wsys &and points of view, but also doubtful in
that which we might concider the moat solid stable .

(When we make an cxit door, in case of fire, in a building, it is not becavse we
predict it will burn. To the contrary, we know thet the chances it burns are
minimel. But concidering that it @an 5urn, and concidering the consequences of
this possibility, we take care to imagine & systemetic which will meybe never be
of use, but which, if it has to be vsed, will edriraly be used.)

In our cnse, we shovld speak ebout a metaphoric fungus mushroorr infection,
taving over all the frece snace. ~ first the right fertile
grovnd - then an inviuible developpemert - then unmesningfull synitomes - retting
other proportions fest - the sudden reslisation that the infection is already
serious, uncontroleblec - : '

Whet to imagine, 88 a nicroe- organism part of a huge dying entity?

The Volunteer Firemen of the Apocalypse went to fece with courege that it won't
recover, that nothing will stop, thet no other dircction will be chosen, and
thet for those reasons, one day, it will not be “working thet fine' anymore.

“o face it with coursge end joy because ve, fortunstly, don't

reelly need this huge entity to stey elive and good.

thet to imerine, es e wmicro-orgenism being pert of & dying huge entity:
-Seeds~

- A cornected and evtonomous systerm, tsking the enersy left in
the huge dying entity not to seve it from desth (death is so
needed”for lifej), but to try to seve thet which is covnting in
ovr life, thet which hes been learned in this willeneries old

: rocecss end that which we hoj.e to see prowing in the future,
when some plece for 'something else’ will be finaly thcere.

. seed as en othcr, the voluntecer iiremecn are shering this eim. Knowing it is
possible things tuen less "confortable" than they ere now, we sre sketching a
systematic able to use the energy of this dying system and able to distance
itself, to ecare for itself, In CASE OF,

Cf covrse, we are awsre that, if we can forsece » more radicel end to our situa-
tion, thet doesn't mean we are not already facing acocalypse in our daily life.

8 o beslc vision, the Firemen share the believe that humens don't need much but
their hends, a certsin knowledge and trust in their fellow beings. The rest
nature provides:i.

The Joluntecr Firewen for the Apocalygpse are not asking active investissment
frorw 1ts members (you cin be asctif if you want it). The idea is to work as an
invi .ible salt in weter: some time meeting for the snnual volunteer firemen's
bal (end never in corplete), keepirg linked by thin and rare strings, but able
to react and cristalize when needed. .

Very loose in ‘'‘normal' tiwe, the solidarity nctwork get tighter anq tighter,
every cne already kmowing whet she or he will do then, if one crisis or amn other
comci, if the biy trece finally falls.

Yes, nothing s;eci2l to do now, just e bit thinking of an
exit door... if... )
and if not, nothing bad about an exit door.

e —



‘ |

N Su$pgcting thet to belive in 4 "solution“, to "rredict -, , | lcy
i say, thg ranifest NAIVITY of such ap entreprise Pushes us to
_rigurg it as a good, gn eéxelent oke, and to lauph from the
begenxng till the eng of this iqg otic idea,
2

Vague attempt, toychj &nd ironjc, of a daﬁéelion umbrell
Seed in the a&tumn m:gg ' e

Ekpecting winter to c¢ome,what gap it do else than take itsely wvay to serioﬁsly? !

Xvl

258 VOMPIERS pramIcyr

In showg the Volunteer Firemen for the Apocalypéo is a tool e & reseepgh
model crénting and sharing tool - in which every one can Ireely inyest hiiggit
the way thet he wants. .

The goal is to face witn heart yhat jg left of us in the different erisis

evels that we can imagine; and to guess with fun what we could ghare then,
which "miggqonw could be ours - jip other words, what skillg do we still have {r
something happens,

Apocalypsé(s firemen consider g crisis levels:

White: The present "buisnesg 8BS usual capitalist Spectacle"
Yellow: "Ecenomical crisis” ag in 2008

Orange:  "Politicsy crisis 1" ;
Red: "Political crisis II"
Purpyle; "Heavy ecological crigig" PINIK: andinmee )

Black: "Complete break-down - Apocelypse™

What is t%g E%% %o be of i reconized a
- ¥ eer em 4 Apoca se?

8hip card Que artist work in leather or carton) on which will pe mention your
afffliation to one of the # orders (this part 15 especial, for fun
or
%:8rdre de %a petite goucge Send o« el fo- s
Tdre de la ande bouche v oAl L ]
T he order of gﬁe‘golly Doing Nothing Y;ba_newyﬁubanbdgﬂgfsfuewb.nat
De Order van de niet destructieve arbeid k.

§ Announcement in the Volunteer Firemen newspaper and inscription in the big
Tegister of catastrofie solidarity jig optional, :

Yhat does becomi Volunteer Fi emen for the \
;;é2eeelxn§e_£22224@2~§9_§22 '

§ Get officialy inviteq for the bal (dance avond )
Know you are part of the Plap

Caserne: Copy shop WOodstone,thelblitz,?Ferwerstraat-1B » Rotterdam, Nederland
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soon we will implement an upgrade to bigger “beschuit-bus” ver-
sions in two places, these will ‘be the ddd’s v2.0.

however, 4t turned out to be a bit much work to open and Took in
a tube frequently, so we are adding these stickers on which short
communications can be put and stuck up in the street - easy for
everybody to see.

the ddd-tubes remain availible for distribution of things 1ike
magazines et al.

feel free to reproduce these stickers somehow or ask us for more.
we will maintain these two ddd’s actively:

ddd north:
Boomgaardsstraat 71
right next to WORM’s main entrance

ddd south:
At the feet of the “vrije plakplaats” near the entry of the maas-
tunnel southside

The best places to put up sticker Mmessages are on the acces routes
to these two places!
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